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RHONDDA CYNON TAF

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

12 AUGUST 2021

REPORT OF: DIRECTOR PROSPERITY AND DEVELOPMENT

Application No: 20/0843 — Proposed dwelling, Land between
Wattstown Rugby Club and 25 Danygraig
Terrace, Ynysir

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

Members are asked to consider the determination of the above planning
application.

2. RECOMMENDATION

That Members consider this report in respect of the application and determine
the application having regard to the advice given.

3. BACKGROUND

This application was originally reported to the Planning and Development
Committee meeting of 15 October 2020 with an officer recommendation that
planning permission be refused. A copy of that report is attached at Appendix
A.

At that meeting Members resolved to approve the application contrary to the
recommendation of the Service Director Prosperity and Development. As a
consequence it was resolved to defer determination of the application for a
further report to highlight the potential strengths and weaknesses of taking a
decision contrary to officer recommendation. The application was therefore
reported back to the Planning and Development Committee meeting of 5
November 2020. A copy of that report is attached at Appendix B.

At that meeting (minute 29 refers) Members resolved to defer the application
for a further report to advise on the stability of the site and the tip to the rear,
and the implications of the adjacent watercourse shown on site photographs
presented to Members at the Committee meeting.



The Council’'s Flood, Water and Tip Risk Manager has clarified that following
Members request a tip inspection was carried out by a private consultant
(Redstart) on behalf of the Council. The inspection was not a detailed
geotechnical investigation, but a visual inspection by a suitably qualified
geotechnical engineer, and the subsequent report confirmed the following:

‘The ‘works’ currently being undertaken are slightly down slope of the tip
complex and do not immediately influence the tip.

However, immediately above the recent excavation works (just outside the
upper boundary fence), a natural spring is evident that discharges a significant
amount of water into the recently excavated area (upper south-east corner).
The recent works have recognised this water issue and have channelled the
water across the back of the slope within their boundary in a deep open
earthworks channel, which extends from the upper south-east to the upper
north-west side and then drops down along the north-west boundary to road
level.

Water is critical to local and overall slope stability and ensuring that this
discharge does not become blocked and/or re-diverted elsewhere is essential.
Additionally, water should be prevented from soaking or holding at the top of
the slope.’

Whilst the inspection did note that the land directly above the development site
showed areas of rock outcrop, which provides some stability to the slope in this
area, a detailed inspection was not undertaken due to access restrictions. As
such, the engineer has concluded the following:

‘The current excavation works have been cut relatively steeply in benches. We
assume that these slope angles are temporary as these slope angles will not
be stable in the ‘long term’ (potential for local slips within the benches or a
deeper overall slip as the steep slope regresses with loss of cohesion) unless
supported. For example, nearby slopes have been soil nailed at similar angles.’

The Council’s Flood, Water and Tip Risk Manager states, the conclusion of the
investigation is that the works have no immediate influence on the tip itself.
However, the localised land forming ‘steeply cut embankments’ are not stable
for the long term and have the potential for localised slips within the newly cut
benches or indeed a deeper overall slip as the steep slope rebalances.

Based on the above, the Flood, Water and Tip Risk Manager further suggested
that the applicant be required to provide a stability strategy for the land forms
created, to ensure they do not inadvertently cause a localised slip that may
affect their property, adjacent neighbours or indeed the highway. Members are
advised that the applicant was informed of this requirement and the Council
requested that this should be submitted by 9 June 2021. No stability strategy
has been submitted by the applicant however he has provided a statement for
the benefit of the Planning and Development Committee, which is summarised
below:



The applicant advises that:

e despite approaching a number companies for a stability strategy
none of them have been willing to undertake the works;

e the land and stream in question are outside the application site area
and are in third party ownership;

e it would be the landowner’s responsibility for maintenance and
stability;

e the stabilising mesh he put on that land (in agreement with the
landowner) is now taking form with grass and plants;

e the third party landowner will not allow any further investigative work
on his land;

e he maintains a watching brief on the site and has maintained the
watercourse and culvert in good order;

e if the application is refused both he and his wife will be made
homeless; and,

e he is of Irish Traveller extraction and though he lived in a
conventional house for a number of years that a mobile home better
suits his own cultural tradition and provides a sense of fulfilment and
peace that he could never experience living in a conventional
dwelling.

In response to the above issues, firstly, the Local Planning Authority is aware
the applicant has commenced excavation works on the site and has placed a
mobile home at the site in which it is understood he is living.

The applicant has been advised that he should not undertake any further works
and that any works that have been undertaken have been done so entirely at
his own risk, in the full knowledge, that there is currently no planning
permission.

With regard the mobile home, Committee is advised that the application is not
for the retention of a mobile home, but for a brick built dwelling structure full
details of which are set out in Appendix A. If the applicant wants to retain the
mobile home on site, a new or amended planning application would need to
be submitted.

As detailed in the above summary, the applicant states he is from Irish Traveller
extraction. Members are advised that this was not identified in the submitted
planning application. The Council’s Housing Strategy Section have clarified if
an application for a mobile home was submitted and refused and the applicant
“claims he couldn’t/wouldn’t live in ‘Bricks and Mortar’ due to his ethnicity .....
then he’d likely be captured in our next Gypsy Traveller Accommodation
Assessment (GTAA) which is due February 2022. If he was captured in the
GTAA as an identified need then the Council would need to start making
provisions to meet the need in the form of identifying suitable land or extending
our current caravan site. The applicant could also make an application to our
waiting list for Beddau Caravan Park”.



Notwithstanding the above, Members are advised the planning application
submitted (20/0843/10) and to be determined by Committee proposes a
dwelling that would have brick elevations and a tile roof and is not the mobile
home placed on the site, albeit the proposed dwelling would be of similar design
and scale to that of the existing mobile home; and this proposal must still be
determined as currently submitted. The relevant issues still outstanding are
discussed below:

Members are advised that as detailed in the response from the Flood, Water
and Tip Risk Manager, without a suitable stability strategy there could be a risk
of localised slipping that could impact on public safety. Therefore, without the
strategy to ensure the stability of the slope, approving the development would
leave the site as a health and safety risk. In these circumstances, it is
recommended that the proposal would not be considered acceptable. As such,
if Members are minded to refuse the application, the following refusal reason
would be recommended:

1 It has not been demonstrated that the slope behind the site would be
acceptable in terms of its stability. As such the development would be a risk to
public safety and contrary to Policy AW 10 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local
Development Plan.

Notwithstanding this, whilst the stability strategy is not currently available, it is
considered details of an acceptable stability strategy and the provision of any
mitigation works needed could be required by suitably worded conditions, if
permission were to be granted.

It is noted that the stability strategy would be on land that is partly outside the
applicant’s ownership (i.e. the slope behind the site). The applicant details he
is the owner of the land in the red line area shown on the submitted site location
plan only (see presentation for the location plan) and that he does not own any
of the hillside area behind the site. This is therefore most likely under separate
ownership as stated by the applicant. Members are advised that whilst the
applicant does not own the land behind the site, a condition can still be required
that relates to the land outside the site and the applicant’s ownership. This
would be a ‘Grampian’ style condition and would prevent occupation of the
dwelling until the strategy is submitted and approved and the works are carried
out.

Members are also advised that since the previous Committee meeting Welsh
Government (WG) has updated their national policy documents. WG’s current
position on planning policy is now set out in Future Wales: The National Plan
2040 (FW2040) and Planning Policy Wales Edition 11 (PPW). The aims and
general context of the revised PPW document (Edition 11) have remained
unaltered since the previous version, with the emphasis being on placemaking
and sustainable development. FW2040 sets out the National Development
Framework for Wales (NDF), Welsh Government’s current position on planning
policy at regional and national level. It is considered that the proposed



development, subject to an acceptable site stability report, would be consistent
with the key principles and requirements for placemaking and sustainable
development set out in these documents.

Therefore should Members be minded to grant planning permission for the
development proposed, as set out in original report (Appendix A — application
20/0843/10), the following amended conditions are suggested:

CONDITIONS

1

2

4.

. The development hereby approved shall be carried out in accordance with

the approved plan no’s

« Site Location Plan (Received 13th August 2020)

* Proposed Block Plan (Received 17th August 2020)

* Proposed Site Plan and Front Elevation (Received 13th August 2020)
* Proposed Floor Plan (Received 13th August 2020)

» Proposed Rear and Side Elevations (Received 13th August 2020)

* Proposed Front Elevation (Received 13th August 2020)

and documents received by the Local Planning Authority on 13th August and
17th August unless otherwise to be approved and superseded by details
required by any other condition attached to this consent.

Reason: To ensure compliance with the approved plans and documents and
to clearly define the scope of the permission.

. Within 56 days of the date of this permission, a ground stability strategy

detailing the ground stability works required to ensure the safety and stability
of the site and hillside behind the site shall be submitted to the Local
Planning Authority for approval.

Reason: The site and hillside to the rear of the site may be unstable and as
such a stability report is required in accordance with Policy AW10 of the
Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan.

The dwelling shall not be occupied until the ground stability works have been
constructed in accordance with a ground stability strategy approved by the
Local Planning Authority in accordance with condition 2.

Reason: The site and hillside to the rear of the site may be unstable in
accordance with Policy AW10 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local
Development Plan.

Within 56 days of the date of this permission a plan indicating the positions,
design, materials and type of boundary treatment to be erected shall be
submitted to the Local Planning Department for approval. The boundary
treatment approved shall be completed before the dwelling hereby approved
is occupied. Development shall be carried out in accordance with the
approved details.



Reason: To ensure that the new development will be visually attractive in the
interests of amenity in accordance with Policies AW5 and AW6 of the
Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan.

. Within 56 days of the date of this permission drainage arrangements shall
be submitted to the Local Planning Authority for approval.

Reason: To ensure adequate disposal of foul and surface water drainage in
accordance with Policy AW 10 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local
Development Plan.

. The dwelling shall not be occupied until the drainage works have been
constructed in accordance with the drainage arrangements approved by the
Local Planning Authority in accordance with condition 5.

Reason: To ensure adequate disposal of foul and surface water drainage in
accordance with Policy AW 10 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local
Development Plan.

. Notwithstanding the submitted plans, within 56 days of the date of this
permission details of the vehicular crossover shall be submitted to the Local
Planning Authority for approval. The works shall be carried out in
accordance with the approved details prior to occupation of the dwelling
hereby approved.

Reason: In the interests of highway and pedestrian safety in accordance
with Policy AWS5 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan.

. The dwelling shall not be occupied until space has been laid out within the
site for 2 vehicles to be parked in accordance with details to be first
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to
development commencing. The spaces shall be retained for the parking of
vehicles thereafter.

Reason: To ensure that vehicles are parked off the highway, in the interests
of road safety in accordance with Policy AWS5 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf
Local Development Plan.



APPENDIX A

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
15 OCTOBER 2020
REPORT OF: DIRECTOR PROSPERITY AND DEVELOPMENT
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT
Members are asked to determine the planning application outlined below:

APPLICATION NO: 20/0843/10 (GW)

APPLICANT: Mr M Harkin

DEVELOPMENT: Proposed dwelling.

LOCATION: LAND BETWEEN WATTSTOWN RUGBY CLUB AND

25 DANYGRAIG TERRACE, YNYSHIR, PORTH
DATE REGISTERED: 24/08/2020
ELECTORAL DIVISION: Ynyshir

RECOMMENDATION: REFUSE DUE TO THE FOLLOWING:

REASONS: The development would not provide the required density of
housing development and would not contribute efficiently and effectively to
meeting the housing land requirement for the provision of new dwellings in
the Borough. As such the proposal is contrary to Policies NSA10 and AW1.

The proposed dwelling would be a poor design and would form an
incongruous addition in the street scene when viewed in context with the
traditional character and density of existing residential properties in Danygraig
Terrace to the north-west and the historic built character of the area.
Therefore, the proposal would have a detrimental impact on the character and
appearance of the surrounding area and as such would not comply with
Policies AW5 and AW6 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan.

REASON APPLICATION REPORTED TO COMMITTEE

A request has been received from Councillor Edwards for the matter to come to
Committee in order for the need for affordable housing in the area and the impact of
the development upon the character and appearance of the area to be considered.
APPLICATION DETAILS

Full planning permission is sought for the erection of a dwelling. The dwelling
would be located centrally on the plot and would be placed on a raised area
accessed via a ramp to the front of the site. It would be a single storey dwelling
finished in brick and the roof would be covered in concrete tiles. Parking is detailed
on a drive to the side of the dwelling adjacent to 25 Danygraig Terrace. It is stated
no retaining structures are required to the hillside at the rear of the site, which is
under different ownership, as works have already been carried out to stabilise the
hillside.

The application is supported by the following:
e Supporting Statement

SITE APPRAISAL
The application site relates to a vacant plot of land which is situated between no. 25
Danygraig Terrace and Wattstown Rugby Football Club. The site has a rectangular



shape and follows a relatively level gradient that matches the adopted highway
fronting the site, albeit material has been imported (or moved from the rear of the
site) to create a low, raised area that is shown in the proposed plans as being the
area the dwelling would be located.

The land begins to rise steeply toward the open mountainside that abuts the rear of
the site.

A brick-built clubhouse, associated with Wattstown RFC, is located immediately to
the south-east of the site while a small row of traditional two-storey terraced
properties are located immediately to the north-west. Beyond the pedestrian and
vehicular highway to the front of the site (known as Ynyshir Road) is the Porth Relief
Road which is largely screened from the development site by a high timber fence. It
is noted that there is a water course/culvert to the rear of the site.

PLANNING HISTORY

18/0583/15 Land Variation of condition 1 of Granted
adjacent to planning permission 21/08/2018
25 Ynyshir 13/0478/13 to extend the
Road, expiration date for 5 years
Wattstown including 3 years for

reserved matters.

16/5053/41 “ “  Siting of mobile home Objection raised
including access, parking 25/03/2016
and garden area
(Pre-application advice)

13/0478/13 ¢ ¢ Construction of 3 no. 2 bed Granted
terraced dwellings with 20/08/2013
associated parking (outline)

PUBLICITY

The application has been advertised by means of direct neighbour notification and
site notice. One letter of objection has been received and the comments are
summarised below:

e |If a boundary wall is built it will block my window. That would obstruct a sig-
nificant amount of natural light to my property. | have been the landowner of
the adjacent property for over 30 years and any wall built would have a detri-
mental effect to my right of light and enjoyment of the property.

Following receipt of the above, the objector submitted further correspondence which
highlighted they had contacted the landowner and they requested no boundary treat-
ment next to the windows. It is stated they were assured (by the landowner) that
would be the case.

CONSULTATION

Dwr Cymru/Welsh Water — No objection subject to a condition that no surface water
and/or land drainage shall be allowed to connect directly or indirectly with the public
sewerage network. Itis detailed a public sewer crosses the site. Advisory notes with
regard sustainable drainage and water supply are provided.

RCT Countryside Landscape, Ecology — If the application boundary marginally
bites into the edge of the adjacent Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC)
there is no objection in this instance as the SINC forms the whole hillside above the



road and trying to demarcate the exact boundary on the lower urban edge is always
difficult. If planning permission is granted, protective ‘Heras type' fencing would be
required during construction, along the upper development edge to demarcate the
development area from what will be the newly defined SINC boundary. This will also
ensure nothing will encroach up the hillside during construction.

If the willow/bramble within the red line area has been cleared, then there is no
nesting bird issue. However if Japanese Knotweed has not been treated on site,
control measures should be implemented.

RCT Flood Risk Management — Based on a review of the surface water flood risk
associated to this location it is evident that the site is currently shown to be free from
the high, medium or low surface water flood risk zones, however the applicant should
be made aware that the Danygraig Terrace area is subject to a low surface water
accumulation zone and as such the applicant should ensure that the topographical
level of the property’s floor level takes into account the low surface water flood risk
area within the highway.

No surface water drainage arrangements have been provided. The applicant should
be reminded that they are required to comply with Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water
Management Act 2010. This will need to be demonstrated through the application
of Sustainable Drainage Approval to the Sustainable Drainage Approval Body (SAB)
prior to the commencement of works.

It is recommend that evidences of how the development is to comply with the
requirements of Section 8.3 of Technical Advice Note 15 is conditioned to ensure
drainage is acceptable.

RCT Public Health and Protection — No objection subject to conditions on
demolition of dwellings, hours of operation, noise, dust and waste.

RCT Transportation Section — No objection subject to the provision of space for
2no. cars to be parked off-street, provision of a vehicular crossover, surface water
not to drain to the public highway and details of traffic management and wheel
washing.

POLICY CONTEXT

Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan

The site is mainly within settlement boundaries as defined by the Rhondda Cynon
Taf Local Development Plan and is unallocated. However part of the rear of the site
is outside but adjoins the settlement boundary. The area to the rear of the site and
outside the settlement boundary is also identified as a Site of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINC) as referred to in Policy AW 8.43 (Mynydd Troed-y-Rhiw
Slopes). The hillside behind the site is identified as a Special Landscape Area
(Mynydd Troed y Rhiw Slopes). The site is also within the designated Rhondda
Historic Landscape by Cadw.

Policy CS1- sets out criteria for achieving strong sustainable communities including:
promoting residential development in locations which support the role of principal
towns and settlements and provide high quality, affordable accommodation that
promotes diversity in the residential market.

Policy AWL1 - residential development proposals will be expected to contribute to
meeting local housing needs.

Policy AW?2 - development proposals will only be supported in sustainable locations,
including sites within the defined settlement boundary, which would not unacceptably
conflict with surrounding uses, have good accessibility by a range of sustainable
transport options, have good access to key services and facilities and support the
roles and functions of the Principal Towns.




Policy AWS5 - sets out criteria for new development and requires the scale, form and
design of new development to have an acceptable effect on the character and
appearance of the site and surrounding area and existing features of the built
environment to be retained. Development must have no significant impact on the
amenities of neighbouring properties, be compatible with other uses in the locality
and to design out the opportunity for crime and anti social behaviour. Development
must be sustainable, have safe access and provide car parking in accordance with
the Council’s Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG).

Policy AWG - requires development to involve a high quality design and to make a
positive contribution to place making, including landscaping.

Policy AWS - sets out criteria for the protection and enhancement of the natural
environment.

Policy AW10 - development proposals must overcome any harm to public health,
the environment or local amenity including flooding.

Policy NSA10 - residential development should be a minimum of 30 dwellings per
hectare unless it can be demonstrated otherwise.

Policy NSA12 — details criteria for housing development within and adjacent to
settlement boundaries.

Supplementary Planning Guidance:

Access, Circulation and Parking

Design and Placemaking

Nature Conservation

National Guidance

In the determination of planning applications regard should also be given to the
requirements of national planning policy which are not duplicated in the Local
Development Plan, particularly where national planning policy provides a more up to
date and comprehensive policy on certain topics.

Planning Policy Wales Edition 10 (PPW) sets out the Welsh Government's (WG)
current position on planning policy. The document incorporates the objectives of the
Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act into town and country planning and
sets out the WG'’s policy on planning issues relevant to the determination of planning
applications.

It is considered that the proposed development is not consistent with the key
principles and requirements for placemaking set out in PPW; and is also not
consistent with the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act’'s sustainable
development principles through its contribution towards the Welsh Ministers’ well-
being objectives of driving sustainable development and building healthier
communities and better environments.

Other relevant policy guidance consulted:

PPW Technical Advice Note 5: Nature Conservation and Planning

PPW Technical Advice Note 12: Design;

PPW Technical Advice Note 18: Transport; and

PPW Technical Advice Note 23: Economic Development.

REASONS FOR REACHING THE RECOMMENDATION

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that, if
regard is to be had to the development plan for the purposes of any determination to
be made under the Planning Acts, the determination must be made in accordance
with the plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.




Furthermore, applications that are not in accordance with relevant policies in the plan
should not be allowed, unless material considerations justify the grant of planning
permission.

Main Issues:

Principle of development

The application site is unallocated and situated mainly within the defined settlement
boundary as identified in the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan (LDP).
Any encroachment outside of the settlement boundary would not be beyond the rear
boundary of the existing development either side and therefore would not warrant a
refusal reason. Itis noted that there is an existing row of terraced properties situated
immediately to the north-west of the site and that the site has previously benefited
from outline planning permission for the residential development of 3 no. dwellings
(ref: 13/0478/13). Members are advised this was renewed in 2018 (ref: 18/0583/15)
and could still be developed. As such, the development would accord with many of
the criterion set out in Policies AW1, AW2 and NSA12.

However, this proposal is for a density of development that is significantly below that
required by Policy NSA10 and Policy AW1 of the LDP. This is to ensure an efficient
use of land within the settlement boundary to meet the housing land requirement for
new dwellings. Furthermore, and on a wider scale, failure to provide the required
level of housing within the settlement boundary could lead to increased future
pressure for housing on ‘Greenfield’ land.

Policy NSA10 requires 30 dwellings are developed per hectare. However, the
proposal would provide the equivalent of under 17 dwellings per hectare. Members
are advised that previously outline planning permission (13/0478/13 and 18/0583/15)
was granted for 3 dwellings on the site which exceeds the 30 dwellings per hectare
policy requirement (approximately providing the equivalent of 51 dwellings per
hectare). It is considered there is still potential to provide 3 dwellings on the site; or
to provide 2 dwellings, which would also comply with the policy.

The applicant details the site cannot support 3 dwellings as the previous owner was
unable to do this. In addition, it is stated that 3 dwellings would provide less than
ideal living conditions and that there would be insufficient amenity space for 3 no.
dwellings. Whilst these opinions are noted, no clear evidence has been supplied
that shows this is the case and that 3 or 2 dwellings cannot be provided. To the
contrary, the site plan for planning permission reference 18/0583/15 shows 3
dwellings could be developed with adequate amenity space and parking.

If permission was granted for a single dwelling and whilst the loss of 1 or 2 additional
dwellings that could have been provided is low; it should be recognised that the
accumulation of similar shortfalls in density throughout the County Borough would
have a significant impact on housing land supply. Therefore, the density of the
proposal is considered unacceptable and is contrary to Policies NSA10 and AW 1.
Impact on the Character of the Area

The Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan supports proposals where the
scale, form and design of the development would have no unacceptable effect on
the character and appearance of the site and the surrounding area (AW5); where
they are of a high standard of design which reinforces attractive qualities and local
distinctiveness (AW6); where they are appropriate to the local context in terms of
siting, scale, appearance, height, massing, elevational treatment, materials and
detailing (AW6); and where they include the efficient use of land (AW®6).



The site is located within an area which is predominantly characterised by high
density, traditional terraced properties that front directly onto the adopted highway at
Ynyshir Road. A pre-application enquiry submitted by the applicant for a mobile
home on the site (16/5053/41) received the following comments, "there is significant
concern that the proposal to locate a mobile home at the site would have a
detrimental impact on the visual amenity of the surrounding area. The proposed
mobile home, by virtue of its structure and overall visual appearance, would
effectively form a temporary addition which would fall below the standard that would
usually be considered acceptable for a permanent residential unit in the area”.

The proposed dwelling looks similar to a ‘mobile dwelling’, however it is noted the
application details the elevations would be finished in brick and the roof covered in
tiles. On its own, this is considered would result in a more permanent visual impact
than considered above.

The applicant has detailed in their ‘Supporting Statement’ that the proposal would
tidy up a piece of land that has been a nuisance to locals, would be a slight departure
from the existing scale and design of the area, that there is a multiplicity of designs
in the area similar to the scale and design of the adjacent building to the south-east
(Wattstown RFC), and points to Park View on the opposite side of the bypass with
its sharp contrast of staggered building lines and occasional mono-pitched roofs.
Differences in design, size and scale are appreciated and welcomed to the area.
However the surrounding traditional character of housing is mainly ‘fine-grained’ with
development at a high density, that was of a quality design and that utilised high
guality materials. A similar level of design quality is sought by the LDP policies as
highlighted above. Whilst the design of the proposal could be improved by having a
larger pitch of the roof, having an improved window and door layout that reflects more
traditional dwellings and having some landscaping to screen the proposal; it would
still have an unacceptable impact on the street scene and the character of the area.
The proposal would result in a single dwelling, of a poor design, that does not relate
to the high density and local built character. It would be located centrally between
the two adjacent development sites with no ‘visual tie’ in to the existing residential
development and character of the area. In contrast, the approved development on
the site (18/0583/15) or a similar proposal with multiple dwellings could result in an
acceptable development in these terms. It is therefore considered the proposed
dwelling would form an incongruous addition in the street scene when viewed in
context with the traditional character and density of existing residential properties in
Danygraig Terrace to the north-west and the historic character of the wider area.
As such, it is considered that the current proposal would have a detrimental impact
on the character and appearance of the surrounding area and would therefore not
comply with Policies AW5 and AW6 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development
Plan in this respect.

Impact on residential amenity

It is noted that the site is flanked by residential properties to the north-west and the
clubhouse at Wattstown RFC to the south-east. The siting of the proposed dwelling
would not result in a significant detriment to the residential amenity and privacy of
the nearest residential properties. An objection has been received from a nearby
dwelling detailing that if a boundary wall was built it would block out there light. It is
noted there is a window on the side elevation of the nearest dwelling to the site.
Boundary treatments would normally be permitted development, for a wall or a fence
up to 2m in height, and this could be erected along the applicant’s boundary without



any permissions. Notwithstanding this, if permission is granted, details of boundary
treatment can be obtained by a suitably worded condition.

Access and parking

The plans show a drive for parking that would lead directly to Ynyshir Road. No
objection has been raised by the Transportation Section. Their suggested condition,
requiring traffic management and wheel washing during construction, is not
considered necessary as the development is small in scale and these issues can be
covered by other legislation. The condition requiring surface water not to discharge
on to the public highway can also be covered under other legislation.
Notwithstanding this, details could be obtained under a general drainage condition if
permission is granted.

Ecology

Council records detail the rear of the site includes part of a Site of Importance for
Nature Conservation (SINC). The Council’s Ecologist however details the line shown
on the Council records, in reality, should be the steep bank behind the site. The site
itself, in its present condition, contains little in the way of biodiversity and the proposal
would not result in a detriment to biodiversity in the area as whole. However as
section 6 of Planning Policy Wales requires development must provide a net benefit
to biodiversity, a condition requiring measures to meet this is suggested if permission
were to be granted.

Other Issues:

Public Health

With regard to the issues raised by the Public Health and Protection Section, it is
considered noise, dust and waste matters from construction activities can be more
efficiently controlled by other legislation. An appropriate note can be added to any
permission concerning these issues.

Drainage

Dwr Cymru/Welsh Water detail a public sewer crosses the site and that no
development should be within 3m. The proposed dwelling would be within 3m of the
pipe shown on the submitted plan. They however do not object and it is envisaged
the pipe could be moved to accommodate development on the site. A suitably
worded informative note should be attached if permission were to be granted.

Community Infrastructure Levy Liability

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) was introduced in Rhondda Cynon Taf
from 31 December 2014.

The application is for development of a kind that is liable for a charge under the CIL
Regulations 2010 as amended, however the application site lies within Zone 1 of
Rhondda Cynon Taf’s Residential Charging Zones, where a £nil charge is applicable.
Therefore no CIL would be payable.

Conclusion

The application is considered not to comply with the relevant policies of the Local
Development Plan as a sufficient number of dwellings would not be provided on the
site and it would result in a detrimental visual impact on character of the area
(Policies AW1, AWS5, AW6 and NSA10).

RECOMMENDATION: Refuse



The development would not provide the required density of housing
development and would not contribute efficiently and effectively to meeting
the housing land requirement for the provision of new dwellings in the
Borough. As such the proposal is contrary to Policies NSA10 and AW1 of
the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan.

The proposed dwelling is of a poor design and would form an incongruous
addition in the street scene when viewed in context with the traditional
character of existing residential properties in Danygraig Terrace to the north-
west and the wider area. As such the proposal would have a detrimental
impact on the character and appearance of the surrounding area and would
be contrary to Policies AW5 and AW6 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local
Development Plan.






APPENDIX B

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

5 NOVEMBER 2020

REPORT OF: DIRECTOR PROSPERITY AND DEVELOPMENT

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

Members are asked to determine the planning application outlined below:

APPLICATION NO. 20/0843/10 — PROPOSED DWELLING,
LAND BETWEEN WATTSTOWN RUGBY
CLUB AND 25 DANYGRAIG TERRACE,
YNYSHIR, PORTH

1. Purpose of Report

Members are asked to determine the above application.

2. Recommendation

That Members consider this report in respect of the application and determine
the application having regard to the advice given.

3. Background

This application was originally reported to the Development Control Committee
on 15" October 2020 with a recommendation of refusal. A copy of that report is
attached at Appendix A. At that meeting, Members resolved to approve the
application against the recommendation of the Head of Planning.

Members are advised that allowing the proposal would beneficially result in a
dwelling on a piece of land that has been vacant for some time. However, the
development would not provide the density of housing development required by
LDP policy and would not contribute efficiently and effectively to meeting the
housing land requirement for the provision of new dwellings in the Borough. In
addition, it is considered the proposed dwelling would be of a poor design and
would form an incongruous addition in the street scene when viewed in context
with the traditional character and density of existing residential properties in
Danygraig Terrace. As such, it is considered the proposal would have a detri-
mental impact on the character and appearance of the surrounding area.

Clarification was requested by Members as to whether the slope behind the
site formed part of the former Wattstown Colliery. This was queried with the



Council’s Tip Risk Manager and the following response has now been re-
ceived:

“l can confirm the Land to the rear of the development site is a disused tip
Classified under the Mines and Quarries Tips Act which is categorised as
Grade C by RCT prioritisation system, which means the tip is currently
inspected on a 6 monthly basis.

The most recent inspection was undertaken on the 26/08/20 and the previous
inspection on the 27/02/20. During both inspections the Tip structure was
considered low risk with minor balding of the surface in some areas due to
some vegetation loss but on both occasions no evidence of structural
movement within the Tip complex were found.

Notably the inspections are continuing at the original frequency and no
significant issues were identified during the two programmed inspections
undertaken this year.

Unfortunately my colloquialism of the local names of the tips is limited to just the
tip references however, the tip complex to the rear of this development site is not
associated to the tip with the visible scar evident next to the tip which | believe is
referred to as the former Wattstown Colliery’.

In terms of the ordinary watercourse we have not inspected this channel as their
have been no reports of flooding associated to the network and it is not situated
within the boundary of the Tip complex situated above these properties. If there
is a concern or knowledge of history from the Committee we would ask for any
such information to be passed on for our review.”

Whilst the application is recommended for refusal, as detailed in the original
report, if, having considered the above advice, Members remain of a mind to
grant planning permission, it is suggested that the following conditions and
informative notes, including a condition with regard the stability of the slope to
the rear of the site, should be attached to any consent:

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of
five years from the date of this permission.

Reason: To comply with Section 92 of the Town and Country Planning Act
1990.

2. The development hereby approved shall be carried out in accordance with the
approved plan no’s

Site Location Plan (Received 13th August 2020)

Proposed Block Plan (Received 17th August 2020)

Proposed Site Plan and Front Elevation (Received 13th August 2020)
Proposed Floor Plan (Received 13th August 2020)

Proposed Rear and Side Elevations (Received 13th August 2020)



e Proposed Front Elevation (Received 13th August 2020)

and documents received by the Local Planning Authority on 13" August and
17" August 2020 unless otherwise to be approved and superseded by
details required by any other condition attached to this consent.

Reason: To ensure compliance with the approved plans and documents and
to clearly define the scope of the permission.

3. Prior to the commencement of development, a detailed site investigations re-
port shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Au-
thority. The report should be sufficiently detailed to establish if any ground
precautions are necessary in relation to the proposed development (and the
slope to the rear of the site) and the precautions that should be adopted in the
design and construction of the proposed development in order to minimise
any damage which might arise as a result of ground condition. The develop-
ment, herby permitted, shall be carried out in accordance with the approved
site investigations report thereafter.

Reason: The site and hillside to the rear of the site may be unstable and as
such a stability report is required in accordance with Policy AW10 of the
Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan.

4. No development shall take place until there has been submitted to and ap-
proved in writing by the local planning authority a plan indicating the posi-
tions, design, materials and type of boundary treatment to be erected. The
boundary treatment shall be completed before the dwelling is occupied. De-
velopment shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details.

Reason: To ensure that the new development will be visually attractive in the
interests of amenity in accordance with Policies AW 5 and AW 6 of the
Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan.

5. No development shall take place until drainage arrangements have been sub-
mitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The dwell-
ing hereby approved shall not be occupied until the drainage works have been
completed in accordance with the approved plans.

Reason: To ensure adequate disposal of foul and surface water drainage in
accordance with Policy AW 10 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development
Plan.

6. The development shall not be brought into use until space has been laid out
within the site for 2 vehicles to be parked in accordance with details to be first
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority prior to
development commencing. The spaces shall be retained for the parking of
vehicles thereatfter.

Reason: To ensure that vehicles are parked off the highway, in the interests
of road safety in accordance with Policy AW 5 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf
Local Development Plan.



7. Notwithstanding the submitted plans development shall not commence until
details of the vehicular crossover have been submitted to and approved in
writing by the Local Planning Authority. The works shall be carried out in
accordance with the approved details prior to beneficial occupation of the
dwelling hereby approved.

Reason: In the interests of highway and pedestrian safety in accordance with
Policy AW 5 of the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan.



